
Houston Underwater Film Festival 2025 

Midtown Arts & Theater Center Houston 

April 12-13, 2025 

For tickets and more information huff.hups.org or scan the QR code  

 

Saturday, April 12, 3:00 PM  
Lobby opens at 2:15 come early for raffle tickets and sales! 

Raffle drawings held at the end of the show.   
 

 
Environmental Films 
 
1. Bone Shark Island 
Natasha Phillips 
Hidden in the centre of the Atlantic Ocean, St Helena is one of the most remote islands in 
the world. But this tiny island is a beacon to the largest fish in the ocean; the whale shark, 
known locally as bone shark. 
These endangered gentle giants arrive in huge numbers every year, but for such an 
enormous animal, they are hard to follow, disappearing back into the depths. Much of their 
lives remains a mystery; no-one knows why they come, where they come from or where 
they go... 
But now the bone sharks are beginning to reveal their secrets, and it seems St Helena's 
tropical waters might offer a romantic destination for them, creating a speed-dating hotspot 
for the world's largest fish. 



2. Requiem for the Baltic Sea 
Bent Yde Joergensen 
The Danish marine area is the gateway to the Baltic Sea. 
These waters together with the Baltic Sea is one of the most polluted marine areas in the 
world, and considered as an ecosystem it has collapsed. 
In several areas there is severe oxygen depletion and all the fish have disappeared. 
The major environmental disaster is caused by nutrient discharges, overfishing and 
pollution. 
To commemorate what once was… 
 
3. Ocean Governance 
George Arif 
 
4.  Critically Endangered Bandula Barbs- Prior to Extinction 
Nilanga Ranatunga 
In the lush freshwater ecosystems of Sri Lanka, teeming with over 100 species, one fish 
stands at the edge of oblivion—the Bandula Barb. Critically endangered and confined to a 
narrow, fragile habitat, this tiny, vibrant species faces an uncertain future. 
Critically Endangered Bandula Barbs: Prior to Extinction takes viewers on an immersive 
journey into the disappearing world of this rare fish. Found only in a small village stream in 
the Kegalle district, the Bandula Barb once flourished, with populations numbering in the 
thousands. But rampant deforestation, illegal collection for the ornamental fish trade, 
pollution from agrochemicals, and land use changes have driven their numbers down to just 
a few hundred. 
Through stunning underwater footage and compelling stories, the documentary reveals how 
this four-centimeter fish, with its striking colors and intricate mating dances, has become a 
symbol of the delicate balance between life and extinction. With threats mounting from 
ongoing habitat destruction, the Bandula Barb’s survival now depends on the efforts of 
dedicated conservationists and local villagers, who have banded together to save this 
species from vanishing. 
Amid the scenic streams and forest patches of Sri Lanka, the film also explores the broader 
environmental challenges that threaten the island’s biodiversity. As the Bandula Barb 
teeters on the brink, we are reminded of the urgent need for action before it’s too late. 
This documentary is not just the story of a species—it’s a plea to protect the natural world 
before more of its treasures are lost forever. 
 
5.  Overwhelming remorse 
Maria Kushnirenko Chubarova 
With the help of AI, the artists have managed to showcase what vacations for future 
generations might look like when the privilege to choose litter-free adventure spots no 
longer exists. By processing their own family travel videos through neural networks, Sister 
Mary and Use1ess demonstrate how humans and the ocean are becoming one with plastic, 
adapting to the changing reality. 
Plastic won. 
You can blame it on the corrupt government or the sleazy corporations or your stupid 
neighbor and yadayadayada… but our kids will still be swimming in garbage, playing in 
plastic, and laughing in landscapes we’ve ruined. 
 
 



6. The Cushion Star Dilemma 
Sabrina Inderbitzi 
Join biologist Matthew Walker as he explores research into coral restoration in Soneva 
Fushi. In his study, 'Cushion Sea-Star Removal Enhances Coral Restoration Practices and 
Limits Background Mortality on Recovering Reefs', Matt explores how the removal of 
cushion sea stars can significantly improve coral restoration efforts and reduce background 
mortality on struggling reefs. 
Watch the movie and learn more about how these findings could shape the future of coral 
conservation. 
 
7.  Tides of Change 
Justin Wheelon 
In “Tides of Change”, a brief 2-minute short documentary, viewers are taken on a 
breathtaking journey beneath the waves, guided by an experienced underwater 
photographer who is deeply passionate about marine conservation. Through stunning 
visuals and intimate encounters with marine life, the film showcases the hidden beauty of 
the ocean and the devastating impact of human pollution. The photographer shares 
personal insights, highlighting the importance of keeping our oceans clean. Through her 
lens, we witness both the fragility and resilience of marine ecosystems and are inspired to 
take action to protect our planet’s most precious resource. This short documentary serves 
as a poignant reminder that every piece of trash removed from the ocean can make a 
significant difference in preserving its beauty and health for future generations. 
 
 

Art House Flicks - Unusual Underwater Films 
 
1.   He's Mine 
Sebastien Boulard 
This project explores Miguel Coelho's profound connection to bodyboarding, spearfishing, 

and the ocean, told through the unique perspective of the ocean itself. 
 
2. Samsara 
Marc Pedrals Prat 
Underwater Samsara 
Samsara is the cycle of birth, life, death and incarnation (rebirth in Buddhism) in the 
philosophical traditions of India; in Hinduism, Buddhism, Jainism, Bön, Sikhism and also in 
others ancient philosophical religions of the world. 
 
3.  The Dream of the Sperm Bank 
Thomas Pettersen 
A poem about a woman that is dreaming to dive on a place in the Oslo fjord, called "the 
sperm bank" 
 
4. Spectral Symbiosis 
Toms Burans 
"Spectral Symbiosis" is an experimental animation that combines the techniques of time-
lapse photography and long-exposure light painting to explore the coexistence of two very 
different worlds. 



Crafted through spontaneous compositions captured in various locations across Reykjavik, 
Iceland, "Spectral Symbiosis" focuses on portrayal of contrasting tempos at which these two 
worlds operate. The fast pace of modern life, depicted through urban time-lapse sequences, 
contrasts with the serene grace of whales peacefully navigating through the city streets. 
This stark juxtaposition prompts introspection, inviting viewers to ponder whether it is 
possible to bridge the gap between these disparate realms. Can humanity slow down its 
relentless march towards progress and find a more harmonious rhythm with nature? 
Moreover, "Spectral Symbiosis" carries a deep emotional undertone, as it was filmed in 
December 2023, just weeks before the expiration of Icelands last whaling permit. As such, it 
becomes a personal celebration of hope, marking the potential end of a cruel and 
unnecessary practice. 
 
5.  2 Minutes 
Maxence Pupillo 

Whereas Étienne failed in his 1st apnea competition, he tries a new time to beat the record 
and win. 
 
6. Flow 
Fernando Emanuel Villegas, Roberto Matias Rivarola 
A goddess, mother of the seas, awakens from an ancestral dream. Using her colossal 
movements, she will make the water and sea creatures come together in a dance full of 
melancholy and despair. 
 
7. Educating 
Enrique Gonzalez 
We all have our fears and our comfort zones. Breaking them is a process that entails 
difficulties but also, after these, comes the reward of self-confidence, and the enjoyment of 
doing things that you wouldn't have imagined before. Children need help from everyone 
around them. As the old proverb said, it takes an entire tribe to raise a child. 
 
8. Power of Love 
Akin Bagcilar, Erkan Balk 
 
 

Macro 
 
1.  Rolling in the Deep - Romblon 
Dustin Adamson 
The 'Rolling in the Deep' series takes us to exotic island destination of Romblon Philippines. 
This little-known location is located in the heart of the Philippines. It boasts some of the best 
underwater critter diving in the world. Known for its super macro, you need make sure you 
are prepared for the smallest of creatures. The amount of diversity and rare creatures found 
here is staggering. 
 
2. Rhythms of the Reef 
John Roney 

"Rhythms of the Reef" takes viewers on an immersive journey into Indonesia's underwater 
world, offering an intimate glimpse into the lives and interactions of its diverse marine 



inhabitants. Through captivating visuals, the film showcases the beauty of Indonesia's 
marine ecosystems, from shallow corals to dense mangroves, leaving viewers with a deep 
appreciation for the life beneath the ocean's surface. 
 
3. Small World (Uncle Bob's Small World) 
Robert Iching Yin 
My lifelong experience of Looking from Big to small creatures. 
 
4. Breakfast at Anilao 
Marcin Trzcinski 
Early, sunny morning in Anilao (Philippines). Full of fun and opportunities to eat some 
breakfast... also underwater. 
Diving there, and sometimes spending whole dive with just one animal was amazing. It was 
very exciting time. I also had a lot of fun douring the post-production. I hope you will enjoy 

the movie too. 
 
5. The Coconut Octopus 
Rodrigo Echeverri 
Diving in the Lembeh muck, we come across one of our favorite creatures: the coconut 
octopus. At first, he is not sure about our intentions, but soon he becomes our friend. 
 
6.  Another Biodiversity Movie 
Leslie Hodam, Jens Glöer 
 
7. Cosmogony 
Lionel Pawlowski 
Far from the reef, the pelagic world is full of strange creatures with unlikely association to 
survive only one can see by drifting at night with the current. 
 
8. Beneath The Horizon 
Michael Fafalios 
A foray into the macro underwater world of the Philippines. Showcasing some of the stars of 
the macro underwater world, up close and personal. 
 
9. Magic of the Macroverse 
Alfred Schaschl 
This is may passion... this is my mission...this is my way of expressing art....this is my 
MAGIC OF THE MACROVERSE 
 

Meet the Filmmakers, April 12, after the show ~6:00 PM  

Raffle drawings are held just after the program in the theater. Then, join us 
after the Saturday performance for informal conversation with film 
directors, HUFF organizers and attendees at a nearby watering hole. 
Location TBD.  



Sunday, April 13, 3:00 PM 
Lobby opens at 2:15 come early for raffle tickets and sales! 
 

 

Animation – Underwater Animation 
 

1. Even Though 

Marija Gorupić 

A woman immerses herself in nature in place of all those who care to admire its beauty. 
She dives with the fish and flies with the birds following nature's flow instead of opposing it. 
Through song and dance she travels through three distinct environments inspired by 
Croatia's landscape around the mountain Velebit. As she dances, followed by a song 
created by Lana Ceraj, she proves that even though she is alone, she'll never find herself 
lonely in nature. 

 

2. The Sea in the Opposite Direction 

Yuhan Xia 

Under the city's flying pace, the girl is overwhelmed by the hustle and bustle and falls into a 
daze. When a shuttle beyond reality suddenly occurs, she travels through the clouds and 
leaps into the sea in reverse. In the ocean, she witnesses the rise and fall of nature, the 
cycle of life, and finds inner strength despite its impermanence. Returning to reality, it 
seems that change has already happened....... 

 

3. Forest of Light Aquarium 

Teddy Li 

The story tells of a girl who often dreams of coming to a magical world where forests and 
oceans intertwine in time and space. However, this world also seems to be someone else's 
dream. 
What adventures will she have? Dreams and reality, mystery and fate. 
The ending of the story awaits you to unfold. 

All films and the entire production process are 100% completed using AI, including 
concepts, visuals, videos, music, etc. This is an early AI micro movie production attempt, I 
hope everyone will enjoy it, thank you for your support. 

 

4. The Enchanting Locket 

Kayla Treadway 

A diver trades light to the merfolk kingdom, yet eventually finds a light he is unwilling to 
trade away, coming into conflict with the Angler. 

 

5. The A train episode 2 - Global Warming 

Joaquin Portocarero 

The A train episode 2 - Global Warming is the second pilot episode of what will be to 
become an animated miniseries telling surreal yet relevant stories that take place in and 
around the New York City Subway system. 

 

 

 



6. The Parallax 

Nitithorn Nooklin 

A new dimension had opened up without realizing it. A hunter who hunts for food like every 
day, but one day a strange dimension opens up without realizing it. 

 

7. Drifting Turtle 

Qistina Iwani Idris 

The film "Pondu Norulun" is a captivating work of art that aims to raise awareness about the 
importance of sea turtles, especially in Sabah. It brings to life the natural beauty of Sabah 
while delivering a profound message about the need to preserve turtle habitats, coupled 
with an inspiring story of second chances in life. 

Sabah, Malaysia, is one of the world's best locations for turtle observation. Islands like 
Sipadan and Mabul serve as crucial breeding grounds for endangered turtles, including the 
green turtle, hawksbill turtle, and loggerhead turtle. However, these turtles face serious 
threats from illegal hunting, fishing traps, marine pollution, and habitat destruction. 

 

8. Alien Felines from Beyond the Galaxy 

Peter The Moon, Ugo Vittu 

A world of fish inhabiting sumptuous cathedrals is attacked by a horde of feline pirates. A 
dolphin shock duo is sent to the rescue. Who will emerge victorious from this battle of claws 
and fins? 

 

9. The Ocean Protection City 

Sarah Gorf-Roloff 

Protect the oceans! - An animated short highlighting different aspects how cities could be 
designed to protect the ocean. 

This film was made by Studio Ranokel, commissioned by the German NGO 'Ocean 
Summit'. Several cities in Northern Germany declared themselves "ocean protection cities" 
and are in the process of figuring out how to translate this into concrete actions and 
measures. Ocean Summit supports this process. It uses this film to initiate conversations 
and motivate people to take action. 

 

10.  Fish I 

Ada-Nela Peharda 

A fish is in a therapy session with a psychiatrist, complaining about its problems, but the 
psychiatrist is not taking it seriously and is making fun of it instead. 
 
 

Dance and Free Diving – Underwater Dance and Free Diving 
 
1.  I Feel You 
Giannandrea Carpanzano 
In the heart of the abyss, the silent and vital soul of the ocean has preserved the balance 
between all forms of life for millennia. However, today this balance is gravely threatened by 
pollution, which advances relentlessly, suffocating the vitality of the ocean's soul. 
Plastic and waste invade the surface, the seabed fills with debris, and the soul of the ocean 
now struggles to survive in an increasingly hostile environment. 



Nature sends out a silent cry, and only those who know how to listen can appreciate the 
urgency to act. Only true awareness and concrete actions will allow the soul of the ocean to 
dance again as it once did. This is not just a battle for the sea but for the future of the entire 
planet. With nature's resilience and human will, the oceans can come back to life, becoming 
a symbol of hope for a cleaner and more sustainable world. 
 
2.  The Deepest Kiss 
Leon Mitchell 
Exploring emotions and a deep kiss through various connections between humans, water 
and nature. 
 
3. Arminia - Coming Home 
Araik Zulalian 
 
4.  Anhelita 
Alexandra Gordeeva 
This short film is about the interconnection of humans and the ocean. It's about the way to 
meet your hidden self through communication with deep waters. 
 
5. Aquaballet 
Marianne Aventurier, Alex Voyer 
An underwater dance with marine fauna filmed under the hull of a sailing boat in Polynesia 
by two freedivers sailors. A respectful approach to the animals, without feeding or physical 
contact, was an essential guideline. The idea is to blend in with nature and show that 
Human has a rightful place there, provided he doesn't arrive on conquered territory. 

 

 

Feature Length – Any film up to 5 minutes  
 

1. The Stingray Whisperer 

Madeline G. Kennedy 

Set in The Bahamas, this documentary explores Keith Cooper's unique bond with stingrays. 
For over 20 years, Keith has devoted his life to understanding and connecting with southern 
stingrays off the coast of West End, Grand Bahama Island. He uses this special connection 
to educate others about the importance of wildlife conservation and the beauty of these 
often-misunderstood creatures. 

 

2.  Dreaming Of Raja Ampat - A Scuba Diver's Journey to The Last Paradise 

Valera Sakhnenko 

The film follows a scuba diver who has long dreamed of exploring Raja Ampat, often called 
"The Last Paradise on Earth." One day, while gazing at her winter garden and daydreaming 
of the vibrant underwater world, she is magically transported to Raja Ampat, where her 
dream comes true. Surrounded by its unparalleled beauty, she swims with majestic oceanic 
manta rays, bizarre wobbegong sharks, bumphead parrotfish, sea turtles, and schools of 
countless fish. What follows is an awe-inspiring adventure of discovery, wonder, and a deep 
connection to the extraordinary marine life of this breathtaking paradise. 

 

 



3.  The Magic of Coldwater Diving 

June Marie Steine Lindvik 

This video is my way of highlighting the magic of cold water diving. 

 

4.  Epic Encounters in the Sea of Cortez |Thousands of Mobula Rays & Orca 

Collin O'Brien 

This film was created during a 13-day Baja Mexico Expedition in La Ventana out with Dive 
Ninjas. We spent 6+ hours a day over several days looking for marine life out in the blue. 
We encountered thousands of mobula rays during their yearly aggregation in the area and 
even got to experience them vortex feeding. After a long day, we got a call that Orca were 
spotted 3 hours south and we got back on the boat and took the long ride for one of the 
coolest experiences of my life. There was a pod of 8 Orca but unfortunately, we did not get 
to see them underwater. Maybe next time. What an experience this trip was! 

 

5.  Palau 

Karen Edwards 

Palau is a group of over 500 islands which is part of the Micronesia region in the western 
Pacific Ocean. Water temperatures typically run between 28–30°C (82–86°F) making it 
great for diving year-round. What attracted me to this place was the bump head parrot 
spawning event. It was fascinating to see thousands of bump head parrots swimming back 
and forth in their mating dance and then up into the current to releasee their eggs and 
sperm. Just amazing! Not only were the parrot fish around but big schools of barracuda, 
jacks and more. What a great destination to experience. 

 

6. The Coral Reef Cleaning Station 

Shazaad Kasmani 

The Coral Reef Cleaning Station, a captivating short film by underwater filmmaker Shazaad 
Kasmani, delves into the essential role of cleaning stations in coral reef ecosystems. 
Through stunning underwater footage, viewers witness the colorful cleaner fish attending to 
their fellow reef inhabitants, removing parasites and dead skin. The film highlights the 
symbiotic relationship between cleaner fish and their clients, showcasing moments of 
peaceful rejuvenation and occasional drama. VIP clients, including moray eels and top reef 
predators, receive personalized attention, emphasizing the importance of cleanliness in 
maintaining a healthy reef. 
With its breathtaking visuals and informative narration, The Coral Reef Cleaning Station 
leaves viewers inspired to cherish and protect these underwater wonders. 

 

7.  Residents of The Norwegian Sea 

Veronika Kovacova 

Film brings you for a short visit to the middle Norway. 
The land of midnight sun and polar nights. 
Showing the charm and survival techniques of ordinary yet remarkable animals living in the 
Norwegian sea. 

 

8. The Cosmos Beneath 

Lucas Lengagne 

A modest tribute to the Cosmos, the Ocean, and how the two are intertwined. 



 

9.  Spring Arrives 

Weiwei Gao 

As spring arrives in the underwater world of La Jolla Shores, every new creature and each 
moment in the unseen currents serve as a vivid reminder of the timeless cycle of renewal 
and rebirth beneath the waves. 

 

 

Made in Texas 
 

1. Fiji - Unspoiled Paradise 

Dennis Deavenport 

The marine park in Fiji's Bligh Water is pristine and populated with almost infinite swarms of 
fish. The water is clear and when the sunshine is beaming down from above, it's truly 
magic. But as with most underwater scenarios, drama awaits the unexpected visitor. 

 

2.  Tomorrow, the Mara 

Paul Cater Deaton 

Fourteen flights, countless vans, three dive boats, an electric Land Rover and one hot air 
balloon carry documentary filmmaker Paul Cater Deaton to Kenya and Zanzibar for 
adventures high and low. First, there’s diving off the coast of Kenya, then visiting the 
sprawling cities of Nairobi and Mombasa. Flying to the Maasai Mara, on the northern tip of 
the Serengeti, PCD visits a Maasai village and films the Mara from a hot air balloon. Then 
it’s off to Zanzibar, birthplace of Freddie Mercury, to dive the Indian Ocean and some 
surprisingly healthy reef systems. 

 

3. Diving Tubbataha in June 2024 

Dan Tirtowidjojo 

Diving in Tubbataha with Infiniti liveaboard from 1 to 7 of June 2024, covering North Atoll, 
South Atoll & Jessie Beazley Reef. 

 

4.  Why   

Justin Wallace 

"Why" is a breathtaking exploration of the planet’s most stunning underwater and coastal 
destinations. Combining sweeping drone vistas with mesmerizing underwater footage, the 
film takes viewers on a journey to discover the wonders of the deep and the extraordinary 
beauty of the world’s oceans. 

 

5.  50 Shades of Nudis 

Betsy Beasley 

Nudibranchs are sea slugs whose gills are on the outside of their bodies. They feed on 
poisonous plants and organisms rendering them also poisonous to eat. Their bright colors 
alert other sea creatures to stay away.  

 

This film shows 50 nudibranchs filmed in the Coral Triangle. Most are either very rare, very 
tiny, extremely beautiful or all the above.  

 



 

6.  Cuttlefish in Love 

Craig Beasley 

Despite our fascination with Cephalopods, not much is known about mating behaviors for 
cuttlefish. According to NatGeo, mating cuttlefish were first filmed in the wild in 2017 (by 
accident) and it caused a stir because it was much more violent than what had been 
observed in captivity. Since then, the BBC (Blue Planet II) has documented mating for the 
Giant Australian Cuttlefish (Southern Ocean) and there are other films of this species, but I 
don't find much information about other species such those found in the tropics. 

 

This film explores the subject and shows mating behavior for three different cuttlefish 
species: aggressive behavior for the large Pharaoh and the small Flamboyant and a full 
mating sequence for the common Broadclub cuttlefish. 

 

 

 

Awards Reception, Sunday April 7, ~5:45 PM  

Join us immediately after the Sunday performance for awards, 
conversation with film directors, the raffle and sale of underwater 
photographs, apparel, etc., to benefit Houston Underwater Film Festival. 
It’s held in the Gallery across the breezeway from the theater in the 
Match. There will be a cash bar and a cocktail buffet. The reception is 
open to all and the buffet requires a ticket (huff.hups.org).  

 

 


